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This collection of seven short stories takes the reader to 
the Kingdom of Imlay, a coastal realm still filled with magic 
and mythical creatures great and small. Characters such as the 
inquisitive Ya, the precocious Aurora, and an ambitious, future-
seeking King face monumental decisions that will affect those 
they hold dear.

Along the way, they are challenged by the need to make 
personal sacrifices for the greater good, use the power of truth 
to break through hurtful intentions, call upon magic to help 
people, and choose between possible future lives. Original and 
thought-provoking, these tales will stimulate the intellect and 
engage the imagination.

ABOUT THE BOOK

PRAISE FOR

“A dreamy assortment of tales that contain kernels of worldly truth.”

—KIRKUS REVIEWS 

“Nancy Joie Wilkie’s stories capture the simple language and romantic ethos of 
fables, and many of her tales could entertain children at bedtime. Yet she has 
grounded her fantastical Kingdom of Imlay with very human lessons that will 

resonate with adults as well—tales about the power of love and goodness as well as 
the dangers of hubris and darker emotions...”

—CAROL HANNER, Managing Editor, Wake Forest Magazine
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NANCY JOIE WILKIE worked for more than 
thirty years in both the biotechnology industry and 
as part of the federal government’s biodefense effort. 
She served as a project manager, providing oversight 
for the development of many new products. Now 
retired, she composes original music, plays a variety 
of instruments, and has recorded and released many 
of her original compositions. She has also created a 
series of greeting cards, artwork and photographs 
which can be viewed on her website:  
www.mindsights.net.

The River Keeper and Other Tales is her third 
collection of stories. She released Seven Sides of Self 

in November 2019 and Faraway and Forever in July 2023; both collections were published 
by She Writes Press. Faraway and 
Forever was named the 2023 Best 
Science Fiction Novelettes Book by 
the National Association of Book 
Entrepreneurs and was shortlisted 
for the Chanticleer International 
Book Awards. 

She is currently working on 
more science fiction novelettes. She 
resides in Brookeville, Maryland.
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Nancy Joie Wilkie is available for interviews, 
features, events, and appearances. 

In an interview, Nancy can speak to:

•	 Her writing journey for the characters and their embodiment of the characteristics 
that compose her own psyche. 

•	 The accompanying concept album, Dragon’s Door—A Tale of Ring and Sword, that 
was inspired by Aurora’s journey in the book and 
mastered at Abbey Road Studios in London.

•	 The inspiration for each unique short story in 
The River Keeper and Other Tales, including the 
reimagination of the Sci-Fi genre featured in ‘The 
Innkeeper.’

•	 How her career in biotechnology and biodefense 
influenced her writing and how interwoven nature 
of science and faith relates to current events.

For more information, visit Mindsights.net.
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